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Amendments to the Claims 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

T/jftfrin fl of Claims 

1. (Currently amended) A relay server comprising: 

communicating means for communicating with a plurality of network devices 
usini' TCP/IP connections that are established and held_ in response to login 
demands from the plurality of network devices, including a first network device in a 
first local area network (LAN) and a second network device in a second LAN; and 

connection information holding means for holding connection information of a 
first held TCP/IP connection between the relay server and the first network device 
and i second held TCP/IP connection between the relay server and the second 
netw ork device, 

wherein the communicating means carries out communication between the 
first and second network devices by using the first and second held TCP/IP 
connections, and relays data between the first and second network devices in 
accordance with connection demand information generated from one of the first and 
second network devices. 

2. (Currently amended) A communication system comprising: 

a plurality of network devices, including at least a first network device in a 
first local area network (LAN) and a second network device in a second LAN; and 

a relay server connected to the plurality of network devices via a network, 
wherein the first network device logs into and establishes a first communication 
path held TCP/IP connection with the relay server, the second network device logs 
into and establishes a second com m unio ation r- p ftfeb held TCP/IP connection with the 
relaj server, and the first network device generates a connection demand for 
communication with the second network device, and 

the relay server relays the communication between the first and second 
netv* ork devices by using the first and second ee mmunication paths held TCP/IP 
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connections established in advance in accordance with the connection demand from 
the first network device. 

3. (Previously presented) The communication system according to claim 2 
wherein connection to the first network device from outside the first LAN is limited. 

4. (Previously presented) The communication system according to claim 2 
wherein the first network device is connected to the relay server via a gateway 
devi" e having an address converting function, 

5-7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently amended) A relay server comprising: 

a communicating device communicating with a plurality of network devices 
ushu : TCP/IP connections tha t are established and held in response to login 
dem.mds from the plurality of network devices , including a first network device in a 
first local area network (IAN) and a second network device in a second LAN; and 

a connection information holding device holding connection information of a 
first held TCP/IP connection between the relay server and the first network device 
and a second held TCP/IP connection between the relay server and the second 
network device, 

wherein the communicating device carries out communication between the 
first and second network devices by using the first and second held TCP/IP 
connections, and relays data between the first and second network devices in 
accordance with connection demand information generated from one of the first and 
second network devices. 

9. (Previously presented) The relay server according to claim 8, wherein 
connection to the first network device from outside the first LAN is limited. 

10. (Previously presented) The relay server according to claim 8, wherein the 
first network device is connected to the relay sever via a gateway device having an 
address converting function. 

11. (Previously presented) The relay server according to claim 8, wherein the 
relaj server is connected to the Internet. 
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12. (Previously presented) The relay server according to claim 8, wherein the 
relay server includes a global IP address. 

13. (Previously presented) The relay server according to claim 8, wherein the 
connection information includes a user ID and a password. 

14. (Previously presented) The relay server according to claim 1 3 wherein the 
relaj server is connected to the Internet. 

15. (Previously presented) The relay server according to claim 1, wherein the 
relaj server includes a global IP address. 

16. (Previously presented) The relay server according to claim 1, wherein the 
connection information includes a user ID and a password. 

17. (Currently amended) A method for communicating between a plurality of 
neta ork devices and a relay server comprising: 

establishing and holding a communication path TCP/IP cnn nation between 
each of a plurality of network devices and a relay server in response to log in 
dem.mds from the plurality of network devices; 

demanding a connection from one of the plurality of network devices to at 
leasi one other network device of the plurality of network devices using the relay 
server; and 

relaying a communication between the one network device and the at least 
one other network device using the held communica t ion pofcfa TCP/IP c wmftfltiftn 
between the one network device and the relay server and the held communication 
path between the at least one other network device and the relay server. 

18. (Previously presented) The communication method according to claim 17 
further comprising limiting the connection to the network devices from an outer 
new ork. 

19. (Previously presented) The communication method according to claim 17 
further comprising connecting the network devices to the relay server via a gateway 
devii e having an address converting function. 



Page 4 of 11 



PAGE 10/17 ' RCVD AT S/V7Q006 3:47:54 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ft SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-6» ' DN1S:2738300 ' CSID:+2133376701 ' DURATION (mnvss):M-32 



May-1 f-OB 12:43 From-Hogan & Hartson LLP Los Angeles, Ca. +213 337 6701 T-657 P. 011/017 F-3G5 

App] No. 10/045,698 Atty. Ref. 81800.0177 

Amdi.. dated May 17, 2006 Customer No. 26021 

Replv to Office Action of November 30, 2005 

20. (Previously presented) The rommunication method according to claim 17 
further comprising connecting the relay server to the Internet. 



Page 5 of 11 



PAGE 11/17 * RCVD AT S17/2006 3:47:54 PM [Eastern Dayfight Tone] * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-6/5 * DNIS:2738300 * CSJD:+2133376701 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-32 



